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Facts About Blindness and Eye Health

Worldwide

Somewhere in theworld, someonegoes blind every five seconds
A child goes blind every minute.

Eighty percent of al blindnessis preventable or curable.

It is estimated tha at least 7 million people go blind every year.

Worldwide some 180million people are blind or visudly disabledN the equivalent of two-thirds of the
entire U.S. popuktion.

Rates of blindness will doubke by theyear 2020uniess prevention efforts are intendfied.

People in devel oping counties represent 90 percent of theworld@ blind popuation and are 10 times
more likely to go blind than those in developed countries.

Africaaverages jus oneophthadmologist for every 1.25million people.

IntheUS

By age 65, onein three Americanshas some form of visonimparing eye disease.

Of the 119million peoplein the United States who are age 40 or over, 3.4 millionare visudly impared
or blind. Thislevel of blindness and visud imparment coss more than $4 billion annudly in benefits
andlog income.

In California, over 13000000 people are age 40 or over, and 356000 are visudly impaired or blind.
This represents approximately 10% of al visud imparment and blindnessin the United States.

People with diabetes are 25 times more likely to become blind than people withoutdiabetes.

Glaucomais one of the leading causes of blindness in the United States, and the most common cause of
blindness among African Americans.

Nearly three million people have glaucoma, but half do not realize it because there are often no warning
symptoms.



